Adenylate cyclase and ATPase activities in red cell membranes of patients and genetic carriers of Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Basal adenylate cyclase activity was increased in red cell ghosts from both patients with Duchenne muscular dystrophy and their mothers when the activities were compared to proper age-matched controls. The activity of ATPase measured in the presence of Na+, K+, and Mg2+ was not found to be different in erythrocyte ghosts from Duchenne dystrophic patients, age-matched controls, or the mothers of Duchenne patients, and ouabain inhibited ATPase in ghosts to the same extent in all membrane preparations.